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The presence of commeon lead contamination in zircons used for U-Pb geochrono

ommon lead is
measured by analysis of Pb-204, and the isotopic composition of lead corrected 3
Correction metheds are available for such analyses, but these assume that the o mmeon lead. Using
hence to a

be accounted for

yned that neither

such a correction on a lead analysis that contains a discordance component cau
meaningless, young age. By assuming that the observed Pb-206/U-238, Pb-207,
by a combination of lead loss at a defined time, and the presence of commeoen leag
uses Pb-204 nor assumes concordance. The method proposed here involves a n bf radicgenic lead in
a zircon or other U/Th-enriched mineral to its total lead content, the amount of co e of lead loss and
e recalculation

S Lespite this imitation, the

method will give less bias in the corrected ages than alternative correction methods. (C) 2002 Elsevier Science B.W. All nghts reserved.

the amount of lead lost in that process. An estimate for the age of lead loss is neq
procedure can be set up in such a way that the bias in initial age caused by a sysiE
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